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Two Canton fathers are in custody in connection with separate incidents of child abuse that left a 

6-month-old boy dead and a 9-month-old boy hospitalized in critical condition. The first incident 

occurred at about 7:30 p.m. Tuesday when Canton police and fire personnel responded to a 

mobile home in the area of Old Michigan Avenue and Haggerty Road after a report of a child not 

breathing, police said.  

 

The 9-month-old boy, Roman Stylle, had bruises on his body and internal head bleeding. He was 

flown to the University of Michigan's Children's Hospital where he was in critical condition 

Thursday. Late Thursday, the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office charged the boy's father, 

Harold Wright, 27, with three counts of child abuse. He is in police custody and is expected to be 

arraigned today on the charges. At about 7 p.m. Wednesday, Canton fire and rescue workers 

responded to a home in the Cherry Hill and Haggerty area after a 911 call about a sick child. 

 

The boy, a 6-month-old whose name was not released, was taken to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in 

Ypsilanti where he died. An autopsy showed that the cause of death was a skull fracture, severe 

trauma to the liver and shaking. The manner of death was listed by the Washtenaw County 

Medical Examiner's Office as homicide, police said. The boy's 20-year-old father is in custody 

and is expected to be charged in the boy's death today. Meanwhile, 36th District Court Judge 

Donald Coleman in Detroit bound over 20-year-old James Earl Johnson on charges of 

premeditated murder and felony murder in the Feb. 6 beating death of Tashona Holmes , 19 

months old, in Johnson's Detroit home.  

 

Although Johnson is not the biological father of Tashona , the girl considered him as her father, 

according to testimony by Johnson's mother. Johnson admitted striking the child with his hand to 

get her to stop crying. Detroit police said he slept in a bed with the baby's corpse for a few hours 

after assaulting her. Johnson said he was high on illegal drugs. The baby had 66 bruises and 15 

scrapes, including 39 bruises on her head and face alone, according to an autopsy report. The 

child also had a lacerated liver and bleeding inside her skull. Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor 

Lora Weingarden said, "It was the worst beating death of a child that I've seen in 19 1/2 years as 

a prosecutor."  
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